Report of the Religious Practices Committee 
The Religious Practices Committee began work in March and April of 2016 with a series of informal 
meetings involving co-chairs Joshua Barrett and Marc Slotniek, and Rabbis Urecki and Cohn. These 
initial meetings attempted to identify areas where the practices of Congregation B 'nai Jacob and Temple 
Israel differ, the extent to which these practices represent disparities in the Traditional and Reform 
religious traditions and approach to Jewish Law, and the potential obstacles these differences may present 
to the creation of a unified Charleston Jewish Community. 
Following these preliminary meetings a meeting of a Religious Practices Committee comprising members 
of both congregations met on April 5th, 2016. In addition to the rabbis and committee co-chairs, in 
attendance were Ronni Spudich, Judy Lundy, Steve Max, Sharon Jubelirer, Steve Rubin, Leah Ernest, and 
Duke Bloom. The following matters were discussed: 
Services: The committee agreed that services in the unified community should continue to be conducted 
in the Traditional and Reform formats and decorum consistent with current practices at B 'nai Jacob and 
Temple Israel. Accordingly, Rabbi Urecki would continue to conduct Traditional services according to 
Traditional practice, and with appropriate decorum in accordance with current practice. This includes 
preserving the current roles of men and women in services, and the wearing of yarmulkes or kippot in all 
traditional services; tallitot will be worn when required by Jewish Law. 
Rabbi Cohn, likewise, would continue to conduct egalitarian Reform services, in consultation with a 
Reform ritual committee as is current practice at Temple Israel. Because Reform practice does not require 
the wearing of head covering or tallit in services, they will continue to be optional. 
Related matters: 
YarmulkesIKippot--The wearing of yarmulkes or kippot would not be required at all times in the building, 
but would have to be worn in Traditional services and events conducted as Traditional observances. 
Sabbath observance- Currently, traditional practice at B'nai Jacob does not permit the playing of 
musical instruments or electronic media on Shabbat. Reform services customarily use instrumental 
accompaniment and often use electronic media. The committee discussed this apparent conflict and 
recognized that in practice, Reform Shabbat services at Temple Israel are held on Friday nights, whereas 
the Saturday morning service is the centerpiece of the Shabbat observance at B'nai Jacob. The consensus 
of the committee was that, as a practical matter, both Shabbat practices should be able to continue in the 
unified congregation, with the understanding that electronic media would not be permitted on Saturdays 
until after 1 pm. The committee recognizes there may be occasions where conflicts may still arise, as well 
as opportunities for collaborative worship, and these would be worked out between the Rabbis, in 
consultation with their respective, and separate, ritual committees. 
The issue of what to do on the High Holy Days, where service times overlap, is reserved for further 
discussion. 
Other Issues for further discussion: 
Kosher food- The committee discussed the difficulty that would be presented if the kitchen in the 
unified facility were not Kosher, and there was a general consensus that the "new" building should have a 
kosher kitchen. A more complex issue is presented, however, with respect to what food may be brought 
into the building. For example, "covered-dish" or potluck dinners are common events at Temple Israel 
and are seen by that congregation as important to its sense of community. In addition, many of the 
activities congregants at both congregations have said they would like to see in a Jewish community 
center (e.g. coffee house, parties) could involve bringing in food that is not kosher. Guidelines for these 
situations need to be developed. 	~ 
Membership:
The committee believes a unified Charleston Jewish Community should be a welcoming environment that 
respects both Traditional and Reform practices, traditions, and identities, and that this should be reflected 
in its Mission Statement. Intermarried couples will be recognized as members, and we should all work to 
make the transition to the new unified community as comfortable as possible for older members and 
newcomers. Members who struggle with the many complex issues where Traditional and Reform 
theology and practice differ, including the role of women and the definition of "who is a Jew", will 
certainly find guidance from the Rabbis and many opportunities for discussion and debate, but the 
consensus of the committee is that it is important to continue and respect the honored practices of the two 
congregations as they unify into a single Community. 


