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Monotheism (the belief that there is but one God) takes its roots in Judaism.  The early Hebrew text 

speaks of a jealous and angry god.  There is, thus, a strong theme of violence.  In direct contradiction, 

Monotheism teaches the central importance of justice, love and regard for personal dignity and the 

value of the individual. 
 

How can we make sense of this deep and troublesome contradiction?  How does it shape our culture 

and for that matter world events?  Psychoanalysis is a psychology that addresses the central 

importance of inner conflict. 
 

Midrash is the exposition of the underlying significance of a Bible text, the study of the Jewish law – 

to expound, to interpret, to deduce and, specifically, to expound the precepts and ethical values of the 

Scriptures. 
        

Rabbi James Cohn, B’nai Temple Israel: 

“With affection for his subject and respect for generations of Jewish inquiry, Dr. Leon Wurmser 

addresses the tensions in monotheistic religion between primitivism and maturity, between conflict 

and coexistence, between violence and peace.  Dr. Wurmser sees a microcosm of these tensions in his 

own discipline of psychoanalysis, which seeks to reconcile these conflicts as the individual grown 

from unfettered desire toward responsible autonomy.  Listening to Dr. Wurmser, as he expounds his 

midrash with insight and compassion, is as enjoyable as it is enlightening. 
 

Rabbi Victor H. Urecki, B’nai Jacob Synagogue: 

“Dr. Wurmser is an internationally-known psychoanalyst and thinker.  With Dr. Wurmser, 

Hadassah is bringing to Charleston a scholar who offers wisdom and insight into complex ideas on a 

level that will appeal to all.  To have someone of his depth and knowledge in our community is a rare 

opportunity to understand more about Judaism’s religious and cultural development.  Please do not 

miss this outstanding event!” 
 


